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Ekta Parishadõs encourages and develops khadi pro-
duction in rural India as a way for people to gain 
some livelihood resources, according to Gandhiõs 
swadeshi principle. 
 

Khadi has its origins 
back in Mahatma Gan-
dhiõs era when he en-
couraged people not to 
buy foreign goods 
anymore. In addition, 
he encouraged people 
to believe in the swade-
shi principle (that is to  

say encourage people to produce locally and within 
the family circle). In Hindi, khadi means òhome-made 
fabric and/or garmentó. It is also known as ôkhaddarõ. 
 
Before independence, people considered khadi as the 
fabric for political leaders and rural people. However, 
it is now widely spread among all categories of the 
population. The current situation is that there is more 
demand than supply. In the past, the khadi that was 
available was khadi cotton but it had a coarse texture 
and feel. However, now all different sorts of khadi are 
available and that makes it quite a fashionable fabric 
that is very much appreciated by the masses. Among 
these varieties, you can find khadi silk, khadi wool and 
of course khadi cotton. 
 
Its concept, as we said before, has mainly been devel-
oped by Mahatma Gandhi. It was primarily a means 
to develop an economic activity and to provide em-
ployment to the unemployed rural population of In-
dia. It was also a strong symbol during the fight for 
independence against British rule. A national impor-
tance, indeed, when you know that the Indian flag has 
to be made from khadi fabric. 
 
A few practical details about khadi: 

¶ It has the unique property of keeping you warm 
in winter as well as cool in the summer. 

¶ When it is washed, it is enhanced thus the more 
you wash it, the better it looks. 

¶ Khadi spinning is generally done by girls and 
women and weaving by men. 

¶ It is very soothing and has the capacity to absorb 
moisture, therefore it easily soaks the sweat and 
keeps the wearer cool and dry. 

¶ The most common outfit made from khadi cot-
ton is the ôkurtaõ, but you can also find saris, sal-
war suits, Shirtsé 

 
Khadi is hand woven and hand spun, which takes time 
to be made. It is mainly manufactured in rural areas 
of India. It is no longer considered as the poor peo-
pleõs fabric. It is a thriving industry and the Indian 
government has created village industries commis-
sions to promote its usage. 
 
Over the decades, khadi has moved from a freedom 
fighterõs identity to a fashion garment. It has gained 
world-wide appreciation as it is hand-made, durable 
and organic in nature. The fabric is produced by the 
masses for the masses. It makes a fashion statement 
and is also associated with gandhian philosophy, and 
that is why Ekta Parishad encourages and develops 
khadi production in rural India as a way for people to 
gain some livelihood resources.  We can quote as an 
example one of the centres in Jaura, Chambal region 

(Morena District of 
Madhya Pradesh) 
where three different 
types of khadi are de-
veloped. The centre 
has five shops in dif-
ferent cities in this 
reg ion:  Gwa l io r , 
Morena, Sheopur, 
Joura and Goudar.  

 
 

Reference: http://ezinearticles.com/?Khadi-The-
Pride-Of-India&id=382463 
 
 
 
 
 

Morgane Daget 

Khadi : the national fabric of  India 

Jauraõs shop 

Khadi fabric 
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Jansatyagraha 2012: Ekta Parishad is scaling up the poor  

peopleõs power for Land rights in India 

23rd of May 2010. Preparation for the 
decisive movement for land access for 
the poor in India (called òJansatyagraha 
2012ó) has begun at the grassroots level 
in thousands of villages of 14 states 
across the country with the organization 
of training camps to mobilize and make 
people aware of their land and liveli-
hood rights as well as peopleõs non-
violent actions. Jansatyagraha 2012 is an 
action that will took place in 2012 with 
100,000 people across India fighting for 
their land and livelihood rights by a 
countrywide foot march.  
 
Addressing a training camp of group 
leaders in Katni, Madhya Pradesh, the 
National President of Ekta Parishad, 
Rajgopal P.V said that we had to make 
plans for Jansatyagraha 2012 because the 
Government of India did not fulfil the 
promises they made after the Janadesh 
foot march in 2007 regarding the Land 
Reforms in India. Jansatyagrahaõs slogan 
is òDo or Dieó; òwe have determined 
together to do something to create a 
society free from hunger and injustice, 
we shall not leave it half incomplete, we 
have to complete it. If we want to re-
move poverty and corruption from soci-
ety, we have to raise voices from village 
to village against injusticeó. 
 
Speaking of the strategy to mobilize 
100,000 people from deprived commu-
nities, the National convener of Ekta 
Parishad Mr. Ran Singh Parmar, said 
that EP has constituted a series of train-
ings to coordinate the participants of 
Jansatyagraha 2012 as we did for 
Janadesh 2007. There are 20-25 camps 
consisting of 2000-5000 people to coor-
dinate 100,000 people. Each camp has 
been divided into groups of 500 people, 
each group is divided into 10 sections of 
50 peoples, and each section is divided 
into village groups of 10 people. There-
fore, there are different coordinators 
respectively called Camp coordinator, 
Group leader (Dal nayak), Section leader 
(Jatha nayak) and Village leader (Dasta 
nayak). 

A series of training camps in preparation 
for the march was begun in Tilda with 
the training of Camp coordinators on 3rd 
ð 4th of April, 2012. The camp coordina-
tors identified the group leaders who 
will lead the 500 people. There were 22 
camp coordinators from Orissa, Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Jharkhand, Rajasthan and Ma-
harashtra, who presented their grass-
roots strength and formulated local level 
strategies to mobilize the people and 
consolidate the peopleõs power. Some 
participation targets were made to en-
sure the state-wide participation, for 
example: Bihar-29,000, Jharkhand-5,000, 
Orissa-3,000, Maharashtra-3,000, Chhat-
tisgarh-15,000, Madhya Pradesh-27,000, 
Uttar Pradesh-5,000, and Rajasthan-
3,000. It was also decided to organize 
training camps for the group leaders. 
Each state has been divided into differ-
ent areas for a geographical coordination 
purpose.  
 
The first training camp for group leaders 
was organized in Patna on April, 15th to 
16th for Bihar and Jharkhand, where 7 
camp coordinators and 63 group leaders 
participated and got training on how to 
mobilize and generate awareness among 
the society for this decisive movement 
and they were informed about the coor-
dination structure of Jansatyagraha 2012. 
There were  53 group leaders 
(Dalanayak) from Jamuai, Patna, 
Nalnda, Saharasa, Supol, Madhepura, 
Nawada, Gaya, Jahanabad, Aurangabad, 
Bhojpur, Baxar, Arabal, Mujaffarpur, 
Samstipur, West Champarna and East 
Champaran in the district of Bihar and 
10 group leaders from Kodaram, 
Giridih, Dhanabad, Bokaro, Hajaribag, 
Chatara, Palamu, Gumala, Simdega and 
Devghar in the district of Jharkhand 
who will lead 29,000 people from Bihar 
and 5,000 people from Jharkhand. 

The second training camp was organized 
in Katni on April, 25th-26th for the group 
leaders of Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan 
and Uttar Pradesh. This camp was inau-

gurated by the famous Gandhian writer 
Mr. Yatish Mehta from Mumbai. Mr. 
Mehta praised the commitment and de-
termination of activists and he wished 
the land rights movement success. There 
were 10 camp coordinators and 64 
group leaders (Dal nayak) from Morena, 
Sheopur, Shivpuri, Gwalior, Datia, 
Ashoknagar, Vidisha, Raisen, Betul, Sa-
gar, Dhar, Alirajpur, Mandla, Balaghat, 
Dindori, Katni, Panna, Tikamgarh, 
Chhatarpur, Satna, Umariya, Sahadol, 
Sidhi and Rewa in the district of Madhya 
Pradesh, 10 group leaders from Lalitpur 
and the Jhansi district of Uttar Pradesh 
and 7 group leaders from Bara and 
Dhoulpur, district of Rajsthan. The 
camp coordinators as well as the group 
leaders (Dal nayak) presented their 
strength of organization, issues and 
strategy to consolidate peopleõs contri-
bution and power towards the Jansatya-
graha 2012. It was decided to put Jansat-
yagraha pots in each satyagrahiõs home 
to save grain for the movement. 
 
Ekta Parishad is formulating the de-
mands of Jansatyagraha. These demands 
are to declare and enact the National 
Land Reform policy, to review the re-
jected claims under Forest Rights Rec-
ognition Act (it is  known that about 9 
lakhs of claims have been rejected), to 
allocate land to landless people, to stop 
the diversion of forest land for non-
forest purposes and to stop the diver-
sion of agriculture land for non agricul-
tural purposes, to reduce the limit of 
ceiling land and to allocate the surplus 
land to landless agricultural labourers 
etc. On 2nd October 2012, 100,000 peo-
ple from deprived communities will foot
-march from Gwalior to Delhi for 
Jansatyagraha. Ekta Parishad has been 
listing the names of the camp coordina-
tors and group leaders for the coordina-
tion of 89,000 participants, the remain-
ing 11,000 people will join from the net-
work organization. 
 
 

Report by: Anil Gupta 
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A year ago, Abderrazak Halfaoui arrived in India as a volunteer sent by a French organization working in the field of Cooperation and Develop-
ment in order to develop cattle rearing projects.  
 
He mainly worked on four projects : three cattle rearing projects and one agricultural institute creation project: 
 

¶ ç  Animal Husbandry Sustainable Project è, in the MJVS centre in Katni with 10 beneficiary 
villages. 

¶ ç Livestock for a better livelihood project è, in cooperation with the KGNS network of Calicut 
in Kerala with 340 beneficiary families. 

¶ ç Dairy project socio-economic integration of the women at the village level è, with 60 beneficiary 
families, in Madurai, Tamil Nadu. 

¶ ç National Institute for Rural Agrarian Initiative è in Katni, Madhya Pradesh. 
 

The cattle rearing projects were made according to a sustainable approach : 
 

¶ In terms of financial investment of the beneficiaries so that they have the least debt possi-
ble. 

¶ In terms of impact on the natural resources (particularly the water). 

¶ In terms of the management autonomy by the local population (training and implication of 
the local authorities as partners). 

 
Within the framework of these projects, Abderrazak travelled a lot: he went to Sheopur, where he stayed three weeks ; to 
Madurai and Kerala where he stayed a month and more especially to Katni where he stayed six months. Thanks to the work 
he has done during his mission, we have established with him a short overview of the rural and agricultural economy, better 
known as ç small farming è in India. 
 
The first point of this overview will be devoted to dairy farming. 
 
India, which possesses leading bovine and buffalo livestock, is a leading world milk producer. They are very important since 
animals represent a substantial source of revenues for farmers in rural India.  
 
For dairy production, the farming is usually done within the families ; each family having on average one or two cows. 
Once the milk is collected in the villages, it can either be directly sold, or go through cooperatives, where it will be trans-
formed.  
 
The womenõs part should not be disregarded in the diary faming. Indeed, they are the ones who manage the cattle rearing : 
they feed the animals, take care of them, call the veterinary surgeon, clean the cowshedsé They are also the ones who milk 
the cows and who will then be selling the milk. This activity is thus very important since it favours their empowerment in a 
significant way at the social and economic level.  
 
The second point of this overview deals with the organic agricultural promotion in the villages especially thanks to the use of 
cow dung (see last monthõs article about the Zero Budget Natural Farming). 
Indeed, promoting an organic farming is very important because there is a real need to develop agricultural economic activi-
ties so that farmers can keep their lands and work to reach auto-sufficiency, according to the gandhian principle of swaraj.  
 
Ekta Parishad wishes that people will be able to continue live on their land thanks to the development of the economy in the 
villages and is therefore supporting them to this aim.  

 

 

Morgane Daget, Abderrazak Halfaoui 

Short overview of the Indian rural and agricultural economy 
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A village in the middle of Baghelkhand 
 
Bhure, a man of about 45 years old, is the chief of a village 
of 95 farming families. He was elected by the villagers one 
year ago for 3 years. More than 10 years ago, the village was 
organized by Ekta Parishadõs activists and passed on to the 
control of local people. Nowadays, the villagers hold one 
meeting per month and discuss the life of the cluster, the 
different kinds of problems they have to face and how to 
solve them  (land management,  seeds collection, water use, 
extra paid work through government programmes, and so 
forth). Then they decide together the strategy they are going 
to follow to assert their rights. 
 
All the children go to the village school up to class 8 (12 
years old), thereafter they go to Bahoribond, a school that is 
7 km away, to  class 12 (16 years old). Very few of them go 
on to college, most of them stay in the village to work with 
their families. The children could not tell us what they will 
want to do in life when they are older but in spite of the live-
lihood improvement in the village, most of them say they 
want to go and work in the city. 

 
The farmers mainly cultivate wheat, rice and some vegetables 
for their own food consumption. In this region the climate is 
very harsh and it is difficult to irrigate the lands all year long 
but recently, they dug a large trench, working with an electric 
or diesel pump, that facilitates the irrigation. Nevertheless, 
the crops are still not sufficient to ensure the food consump-
tion of the whole village and a good livelihood, so they have 
had to find techniques and extra works to improve it. 
 

Systems and extra work to improve the livelihood 
 
To reach this objective the village was supported by Ekta 
Parishad to develop its economic activities like making in-
cense sticks and then set up a system of Mutual Help 
Groups (MHGs).  
 

The MHG is a collective 
savings program based on 
the contributions made by 
the villagers. The money 
collected is kept in a box in 
the village, in one memberõs 
house and the keys of the 
box are in the hands of an-
other member. The box has 
to be opened only when all 

              members are present.  
 

 
 
The money is available for any member of the MHG who 
needs a loan for personal purposes. If the loan is for a com-
munity benefit (such as common agriculture) the interest rate 
will be lower than for a personal purpose (such as marriage, 
and medical treatment) but in each case, the interest rate will 
be discussed by the whole community.  
 

The preparation of incense sticks by the women is a com-
mon household activity. They roll around a bamboo stick, a 
black dough that is prepared beforehand from different 
wooden and plant powders mixed with resin and coal. Once 
the sticks are dried, they have two marketing methods. First, 
they sell to different shops in the city which are going to re-
sell the goods. Second, they buy the materials necessary to 
package the sticks and then they sell them directly to the 
clients in weekly village markets. To make one kilo of sticks, 
one woman needs one day and she will sell it to a shop for 
0.35 euros. On the market, a 50 sticks packet will be sold for 
0.073 euros. 
 
 

Besides the income coming from in-
cense sticks, there are the bidis or roll-
ing of cigarettes. The Tendu trees in 
which they collect the leaves are in a 
forest owned by the Government but 
the people have been given the right to 
collect some forest products. They col-
lect the Tendu leaves, dry them and 
make packets of 30-35 leaves The Gov-
ernment agencies buy 100 bundles for 

0.70 euros.  Once the leaves are processed, the agencies give 
them back to the villagers who are going to roll them and 
make packets of 10 bidis. The bidis are mainly rolled by the 
women in their house when they have free time after the 
domestic work. They can roll 100 bidis in 20 min, which will 
be sold 0,70 euros, once again to the Government agencies. 
 
 
The farmers of this village had to develop several extra ac-
tivities to survive, just like the majority of the farming com-
munities in India and they also had to struggle for their land 
and make their rights asserted.  This took place in this village 
in 1990é 
 

 

(...) 
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Visit to the Ekta Parishad village of  Rampur, Katni district,  
Madhya Pradesh 
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(...) 
 
Twelve years of women struggle supported by Ekta 
Parishad 
 
In this village, the majority of the lands are ancestral land so it 
belongs to the villagers and is mostly managed by men. In 
1990, 20 women, supported by Ekta Parishad, decided to 
encroach on a 7-hectare piece of land and to cultivate it with 
wheat and rice for livelihood. Since the time that they began 
to work on these lands, the Government has been trying to 
chase them away but they have not been successful partly 
because the women had the support of Ekta Parishad. How-
ever, the 20 women have been fined by the forest officials 
and each one of them has had to deposit 500 rupees.  
In India, if people have been cultivating the forest land for at 

least 12 years, they have the right to the land and are eligible 
for a land patta (title deed). The patta is given in the name of 
one person and for at least 5 acres. So, after 12 years of strug-
gle, the 3 women of the group who did not have ancestral 
land got a patta and could finally cultivate the fields without 
persecution from the Government. 
For 12 years Ekta Parishad has been supporting the womenõs 
efforts financially and morally, they had to support them to 
carry on a lawsuit and make many visits to the district offi-
cials. 
This is one of the many examples that can be seen in peopleõs 
ongoing struggle for their land rights. 

 

Elodie Kergresse 


