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Two months through the American continent  
- by Louis Campana, Ramesh Sharma and Christophe Grigri 

 
All the people and communities visited are suffering from the economic system and all of them 
want to react against this suffering: that is why it is the right time for us to propose a global action 
altogether in order to synergizing the actions and also the feelings of everybody. The main targets 
of this development system are the motherland, mother tongues and all symbols of the traditional/
indigenous civilizations. The purpose of this globalization is to create more rootlessness, so it is 
time the future struggles are meant to save the culture, dignity and roots. The severe urbanization 
of the last 60 years has also contributed to a huge impoverishment of the populations (the 
enrichment and economic opportunities created in the cities have benefited only to a minority of 
people). 
 
We have witnessed many social failures because of man made and man manipulated ideologies, 
which seem to be the biggest barriers for people’s initiatives. It is time now to go beyond the 
ideological isolations and to formulate new ways of truth force. As people’s movements it is our 
duty to make the governments accountable towards the peoples and we have to create more global 
democratic spaces. We need to move from a culture of silence to a culture of resistance. Potential 
is obvious in all the visited countries but it is opposed by some external elements: unofficial 
situations of dictatorships, fears, repeated past failures, permanence of the pressure and 
appropriation of wealth and resources by multinational companies and IMF. In spite of that, a lot a 
movements and communities are ready to commit in the struggle for their rights. It is important 
that EP, SERPAJ and GI think of some people able to coordinate our future actions: 3 
geographical areas for coordination: south America ; Mexico and central America ; north 
America.  

Brazil link with MST (by Ramesh)  

 
Brazil’s Landless Workers Movement, or in Portuguese  the Movimento dos Trabalhadores 

Rurais Sem Terra (MST), is the largest social movement in Latin America. MST is keen to 
know about proceedings of Ekta Parishad after Janadesh 2007. We were able to speak with 
Ana Cha on future collaborations with MST in terms of information exchange and activists’ 
orientation on methodologies of land rights campaigning. 

 
MST is also interested in taking initiatives for Jan Satyagraha 2012 in Brazil and building 
awareness for campaigning. A senior coordinator of MST (Michelly) has presented points for 
common campaigning methodologies and is interested in building a platform for collective 
action i.e. cadre building, preparing peoples policy for dialogue and advocacy, grassroots 
alliances of community based organizations and engaging the State on institutional reforms 
for land rights to the landless. An interesting research document carried out by Prof Kurt on 
“Comparative campaign methodologies of MST and Ekta Parishad” will be published soon. 

BRAZIL... 
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Words that is Hope (By Louis)  

What is the most characteristic of Latin America, regarding the 
tour we have just done, is the multiplicity of movements. Be 
they working on social issues, on non violent action, on 
education or environment or on indigenous people’s struggles, 
they are finally very numerous despite the repression and the 
huge criminalisation of all the Governments be they leftist or 
rightist. 
Another permanent feature is their inability to work together. It 
seems that the chapel spirit is the directive line, aggravated with 
a third scourge which is well understandable that is the fear and 
the general anaesthesia in front of the violence of States, of 
police and paramilitary systems which are still present. 
A sentence of Fernando Lugo, the left-wing Paraguayan 
President, summarizes all this problematic: 
“A multinational company such as Monsanto can change the 
elected president overnight!” 
One has thus to deal with that and to promote social actions or 
agrarian reforms that do not frighten the powerful. 
The hopelessness is thus the feeling that we could have after 
this two-month trip in the midst of the daily worries of all the 
people we met. 
The poverty we met could be unbearable. Indeed, to live day 
after day with a few means but knowing that tomorrow could be 
better is an insurance that keeps the hope. Unfortunately, 
everywhere it is not the case anymore. The misery emerges 
when it does not stand here yet. 
Multinational companies systematically monopolize the goods 
of production. 
In every visited country, we can see monocultures which links 
also to big landlords who are privileged customers well taken 
care by enterprises of biotechnology-craty for which the unsaid 
aim is to control food and the market of patents on the living. 
Land is thus the object of lust to the detriment of small farmers 
who are seen as curbing the economic growth. It is also to the 
detriment of indigenous people who are unskilled in the eyes of 
multinational companies and leaders and thus are stripped of 
land and forest. These people are however those who kept the 
forest area intact and who still permit the conservation of 
wildlife diversity. But greed and profit do not consider these 
points. This has to be kept for poetry!... 
Water is also and everywhere the prey of big speculators who 
see in it a weapon for tomorrow. To acquire rivers, sources, 
glaciers, lakes, underground water is a crucial investment. 
Water is life. A people without water is a kneeled people. What 
to do!... 
Shall we talk about mines which are big consumers of water 
they turn to be unfit for consumption, exploited on thousands of 
hectares, leaving the environment deserted and leading to a 
spate of ecological problems, and employing an almost slaved 
labour force? 
Shall we talk about paper industries and about the thousands of 
hectares of pine plantations that make the earth acid and about 
eucalyptus that make it dry? Shall we talk about the highly 
toxic wastes that are rejected from the transformation of 
cellulose? 

It is to say the hopelessness to come. 
The present leaders, pressed by the World Bank and 
multinational companies, are selling to the private sector 
whatever can be sold disregarding the prejudice made to the 
poor, to the ones without rights, the expropriated, the 
imprisoned, the humiliated, etc. 
To say that the society in which we are living is structurally 
violent has become a statement of the obvious, a common 
place. Everybody agrees to subscribe it. The present economy is 
a war which is exactly the contrary of the semantic origin of the 
word which means in Greek that “everything is going well at 
home, the management is good for all of those who live in”. 
Another glaring misinterpretation: “liberalism” is a political 
thought in which everyone has the right and is invited to 
develop a profitable activity from ones own initiative. But ultra-
liberalism is an outgrowth at the extreme point of this paradigm 
where only those who have money can take advantage of it by 
stifling the means of all the others and by taking control on 
them. It thus becomes a dictatorship increased by decrees and 
laws in favour of private firms. A new feudality was born even 
more cynical than the previous one and of which objectives are 
to put masses and people under supervision. It is of the most 
impersonal not to say elusive.  
The propositions of “world marches” to be organised by Gandhi 
International simultaneously and in solidarity with the 2nd 
October 2012 event, directly linked with the marches of Ekta 
Parishad and Rajagopal, have been welcome everywhere with a 
certain enthusiasm. However checked by their fear of 
repression, and even as they admit it, by their constant and 
deep-rooted disagreement, this enthusiasm will have to be 
maintained and it will be the common responsibility of the 
Latin-American movements and of the chosen local 
correspondents in charge of the coordination with the 
international committee. 
Youth training to non violent action is also a challenge to take 
up. It will not be easy. However, we shall work on this with 
obstinacy and tenacity because it is one of the keys for the 
success of the marches. We have not so much time, only three 
years. Let everyone take initiatives that are obvious. Every 
group and movement can from now onwards plan youth 
training to non violent action for the youths who are involved in 
such a group. In one or two years they will be able to train 10 
other youths. Suggestions will be made in the coming weeks to 
facilitate the exchanges but it can start by tomorrow in any local 
place. 
Gandhi International, Ekta Parishad and Serpaj movements of 
Latin America are permanently working to prepare step by step 
the gatherings of 2nd October 2012. Associations and 
movements willing to join the events can let us know and be 
partners. You can also take information by visiting the 
following websites. 

www.gandhi2012.org  
http://www.serpajamericalatina.org/ http://www.serpaj.org/

http://www.janadesh.net/  
http://www.ektaparishad.com/ 
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WSF process (by Ramesh) 

  

During the last few years, the World Social Forum WSF has created a vibrant, dynamic space for State and Intra-State 
issues of global importance such as the World Bank’s  Development Policies, EU Development Policies, Initiatives of 
Amnesty International and other bi-lateral alliances, as well as gathered massive support by many political leaders and 
opinion makers. By giving voice to grassroots struggles and developing platforms for collective actions, the new alliances 
emerging from these discussions have created a strong forum for alternative politics. WSF has successfully taken on 
board opinion makers (i.e. Academics, Lawyers, Journalists, Trade Union, Students Union, Farmers Union, Labour Union 
and Eminent Social Activists) and involved them in affecting state and world policies and politics. The framework of 
Regional Social Forum has also created a new ways for regional politics to gain strength while incorporating grassroots 
movement, such as the Alternative SAARC in South Asia. 
 

Ekta Parishad co-organized the following events in order to initiate a dialogue for People’s Satyagraha: 
 
∗ South-South Solidarity Forum for building authentic democratic alternatives (29th January 09) was jointly organized by 

Global Social Movements and Action Aid International and focused on building viable linkages for future campaigning 
in the global South. Speakers discussed how to widen campaigns for creating responsive and accountable democracies. 

http://southsouth-peoplesolidarity.org/ 
 

∗ Global Experience of Land Rights movements (30th January 2009) was organized by Dignity International and focused 
on sharing campaigning experiences and success stories around the world. Dignity International has agreed to facilitate 
grassroots linkages around global campaigning in 2012. 

www.dignityinternational.org/ 
 

∗ Land Rights – new campaigning strategies and actions (31st January 2009) organized by Peuples Solidaires, Ekta 
Parishad and Action Aid International brought new hope with success stories from land movements. Movements also 
agreed to find new areas of synergy for future global campaigning before a decisive campaign in 2012. 

www.peuples-solidaires.org/ 

PARAGUAY... 

Community Repression (by Christophe) 

 

In the community of El Triumfo, district of Repatriacion, in the night between 3rd and 4th February 09, after an order 
from the “fiscalia” (judiciary authority) of the government, an armed group of paramilitaries came to evict 162 families 
of farmers, burnt their houses and killed their domestic animals. Those farmers are landless and had occupied for 8 years 
small pieces of land owned by big landowners. The government under Stroessner’s dictatorship distributed those lands 
to their “friends”, most of them being officers of the army. The police was there but did nothing to prevent them. 
 
We visited the community and talked to some of them gathering near the school, half destroyed in the night (the 
paramilitaries could not burn it because of the quality of the wood). The SERPAJ members with us immediately started 
solutions to bring basic help to the people (such as blankets, cloth, etc.). The houses on the other side of the road were 
not destroyed since they were not on occupied land, so the people living in them were already helping the evicted people 
in terms of food and basic facilities. 
 
The day after, we talked to one member of the parliament (Sixto Pereira Galeano, the only Senator from Fernando 
Lugo’s party), to the senator Ana Maria Mendoza de Acha, who’s also President of the Human Right Commission of the 
Senate, and to the President of the Republic, Fernando Lugo. Only Maria Mendoza seemed to care about the issue and 
she immediately called the vice-Minister of home affairs and the chief Commander of the police to report the case to 
them. The President of the Republic pretended he did not hear anything about it and he said that legal processes would 
have to be followed to resolve the case. 

BRAZIL... 
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...PARAGUAY 

The terror of transgenic soya (By Louis) 

 

With its 460,000 km² for a population of 5.5 million people corresponding to 8 hectares per head, with a rich land, water less than 3 meters 
underground and one of the biggest water reserve in the world, Paraguay could be a paradise for all its people. A 6-member family with 50 
hectares of rich and productive land beneficing from an exceptionally mild and hot climate should get higher incomes than a Swiss family. 
Nevertheless there is poverty and hunger. Why? 
 
Big landlords are ex politicians of Colorado party, a fascist party that kept the power for 70 years till Fernando Lugo got elected in 2008. It was a 
dictatorship of a few people with long teeth who shared incomes and power. With them, some Brazilian agro-industrials (“brasiguayos” as one 
calls them over there) presently landowners of the biggest properties in Paraguay (some of them own more than 100,000 hectares) and who 
thanks to American-Brazilian cooperation agreed between Lula and Bush in 2006 are producing transgenic soya and maize on hundreds of 
thousands of hectares of land that the Paraguayan Government gave or sold to them for a very low price even without consulting the village 
people. Other small farmers sell under constrained or forced, whether they like it or under threat. 
 
A big additional offensive stands out. The interest for agrofuel increases the aggressiveness of the big landlords who assault the small farmers, 
intimidate the landless and evict them systematically. 
 
Here is the daily picture of what the poor all over the world are enduring. 
Can we still talk about a civilizing society while talking about ours? 
 
I said many times that we, the civilized of this society, were a poison and mortal venom for the people of the world. To become back human 
seems, at the point we got, to be an impossible wager. We trained generations of young economists who are convinced of the rights and the 
accuracy of our “colonial” words. Let’s say the word, we became barbarians. 

 
 

The situation in Paraguay presents the most pronounced case of 
violence against rural and indigenous populations, in the form of 
severe agricultural damage and land inequities. Paraguay is a 
country that maintains a living rural and indigenous culture, with 
the majority of the population residing in rural areas, attempting to 
be self-sufficient. However, the distribution of land has historically 
been extremely unequal. In Paraguay less than 2% of the 
population owns 70% of the land. The advance of the agricultural 
export model of soy and the expansion of producers of genetically 
modified soy monocultures has created a direct threat to the rural 
and indigenous communities in the past few years.  

 
The government under Duarte Frutos, involved in a chain of 
corruption and supported by agribusiness corporations like 
Monsanto, Cargill, Dreyfuss, Syngenta, assaulted peasant 
organizations repeatedly with greater impunity. Genetically 
modified soy entered Paraguay through US troops, as well as the 
WWF´s debt for forests swaps and the debt for health swaps of 
USAID. Through such obligations, Paraguay's future has been 
bonded to corporations who control the agricultural lands, the 
genetically modified seeds and the remaining forests. American 
soldiers have been assigned to train the military detachments and in 
their free time, control the education and health of the rural 
communities. The consequences of the monoculture model of GM 
soy, rapidly spreading to all parts of Paraguay, are innumerable: 
deaths due to poisoning, massive intoxications, expulsion from the 
land, alienation from national territory and a loss of 
sovereignty. Soy monocultures cover 2 million hectares, causing a 
great loss of (agro) biodiversity and food security. On June 24, 
2005 in the community of Tekojoja, a group of soy producers had 
hired policemen to expel 270 people from their lands, burnt 54 
houses and adjacent fields, arrested 130 people and killed two. 

 
In the Eastern part of the country the Paraguayan population has 
become the minority and is pushed aside by colonies of foreign soy 
producers. GM soy is principally promoted by groups of 
Brazilians, who manage the plantations with paramilitary groups 
and death squadrons that bully indigenous farmers and villagers. 
Communities are frequently threatened by violent evictions, carried 
out with help of corrupt police forces and paramilitaries. 

 
 

Just a day before (3rd February, 2009) our visit to El Triunfo, 
paramilitary forces and big landlords destroyed a whole village in 
the presence of the local police and administration. The villagers 
expressed their anger and protest after submitting a petition in a 
local court. On 5th February our delegation met with President 
Fernando Lugo in Paraguay. The meeting mainly focused on 
initiating dialogue for ensuring land rights to the landless and small 
& marginal farmers of Paraguay. He has also shown an interest for 
pro-poor land reforms experiences of India and reviewing National 
Land Reforms Policy, which was recently submitted by National 
Land Reforms Committee. We also put a request to the President 
about evictions of landless poor in El Triunfo where about 42 
families lost their agricultural land. In an interesting debate the 
President felt that the roles of MNCs in the agricultural sector had 
become a big challenge for implementing agrarian reforms in the 
southern world.  Land reform is the single biggest issue in this tiny 
nation of just under 7 million people, where 1 percent of the 
population controls 77 percent of the arable fields. It is also the 
biggest challenge facing Lugo, a former Roman Catholic bishop 
who won election in April when Paraguay joined the continent's 
swing to the left and ended six decades of conservative single-party 
rule. The way Lugo deals with the land issue will go a long way 
toward determining whether he will govern as a revolutionary 
leftist, like Hugo Chavez in Venezuela, or more of a middle-of-the-
road pragmatist, like Brazil's Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.  

Land Crisis in Paraguay (by Ramesh)  
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… Land Crisis in Paraguay 

 
In Paraguay, South America's second poorest nation after Bolivia, land ownership is the key to wealth, or 
even survival. The country has very little industry, and as much as 42 percent of its people live in poverty. 
Privatization accelerated under the dictatorship of Alfredo Stroessner from 1954 to 1989 and into the early 
1990s. A 2004 government study found that about 17 million acres ended up in the hands of just 1,877 
people. Nationwide, an estimated 150,000 to 225,000 Paraguayans claim some affiliation with the various, 
scattered land groups, and about 50,000 are camped illegally on soy farms and ranches. So far, Lugo has 
managed to balance both sides. He has persuaded most peasant leaders to stop invading property by 
promising priority for land relief. He has also assured private landowners that he'll respect their holdings. 

ARGE+TI+A 

The agrarian crisis (By Louis) 

 
Thousands of hectares of land in Argentina are nowadays used for the cultivation of transgenic pines and eucalyptus 
in a pure commercial perspective, not to say an industrial one, particularly to produce wood and paper (we have been 
able to witness that along our 10-hour journey between Posadas and Buenos Aires). Not only the environment is 
severely affected (ecosystem is being radically modified by the disappearance of original forest and the 
impoverishment of soil) but the life conditions and the future of small farmers or even of the inhabitants of these often 
very isolated areas are simply ignored. 
 
Since about sixty years, peasantry has been highly depreciated in the world. Farmers have been obliged to find a work 
in a firm with job security and standardization of products. Industrial agriculture has been set up almost everywhere 
producing outcomes of bad quality with a lot of chemical treatments and which take a maximum of land. This 
provokes a rural exodus and big landlords take advantage of that to requisition land. Then came a saturation of 
industrial productions, the delocalisation of production, the financial crisis, the suppression of thousands of jobs and 
the poverty has settled, the misery as well with people’s inability to get back to their ancestral economics. 
 
Urbanisation followed the same scheme on the way round. Consequences are same but urban exodus does not exist or 
is impossible. 
Is there any solution? 
Yes. There is the decrease or simply the coming back to a simplicity of happy life and…conscious of the others’ basic 
needs. 
Simply… 

Guarani’s dream   
(by Ramesh)  

 

The Guarani people of Argentina 
believe their destination is to be eternal 
forest wanderers, seeking ‘Mbaporenda’ 
or the land of no evil, where the bread 
tree reigns, where there are no lies and 
life flourishes. In addition to being their 
home and their destiny, the forest is the 
place of their ancestors, the punishment 
room for those who betray it and also 
their temple. They do not believe that the 
land can belong to anyone. Human beings 
are only passing through life, how can 
they be owners? 

One day in 1999, the Mocona S.A. 
Forestry Company started cutting forests 
using machinery and heavy vehicles, 
opening up paths, building houses and 
illegally occupying the lands that belong 

to the ancestral territory of the Guarani 
indigenous communities.  The company 
offered the communities 30 hectares to 
settle them. They rejected the possibility 
that the land could have an owner and 
that they were being offered 30 hectares 
of those communal lands where their 
ancestors had lived and where they were 
living, having borrowed them from each 
generation. Subsequently the offer went 
up to 200 hectares. The company still did 
not understand the essence of the Guarani 
culture. The situation has generated 
criminal and civil action in the courts of 
the Province of Misiones, but has not 
managed to curb the irrational 
exploitation of native forests and invasion 
of the indigenous communities’ lands. 
Justice has been sentenced in favor of the 
powerful and the community lawyers are 
presently appealing this decision. 

A campaign in support of the defense 
of the territorial rights of the indigenous 
peoples has been promoted, requesting 
that the National Constitution, article 75, 
item 17 and ILO Convention 169, 
addressing indigenous people’s rights be 
truly considered. But familiar stories of 
repression reoccur everywhere in native 
lands and local communities live in 
danger of state repression. One plan 
intends that La Plata University be 
allotted 6000 hectares in these native 
lands. There is a strong local campaign of 
native people constantly engaging in 
protest and in dialogue processes. 
SERPAJ seeks to apply international 
pressure on the President of La Plata 
University and Federal Government 
through globalizing this struggle in 
support of Guarani communities of 
Argentina.  

Demonstration against paper mill in 
Coastal Chile 
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The strategy employed by the Chilean government to quell unrest 
sparked by land conflicts in the Country’s southern regions is 
apparently bearing fruit. The level of violence in the zone has 
decreased since 2002, and the organization the government holds 
responsible for the worst violence has apparently been disbanded. 
Yet, the government’s successes come at a high price for the 
Mapuche people, who for centuries inhabited the region as an 
independent people. While the living standards of the rest of the 
country continue to improve, Mapuche in the south live in an 
impoverished enclave. Chile’s largest indigenous people, the 
Mapuche, mainly inhabit Bo Bo, Araucana, and Los Lagos.  
 
Over several decades, private owners and large forestry 
companies have converted much of the area into massive pine 
and Eucalyptus plantations. The number of communities 
allegedly involved in illegal acts is small (2.4 percent according 
to the minister of the interior), their grievances and demands are 
widely shared among the Mapuche people. In addition to the 
human rights violations inherent in using the anti-terrorism law in 
land conflict, Mapuche have frequently been victims of physical 
abuse and degrading treatment by the police. This has occurred 
during operations to evict occupiers of the disputed land and 
during raids into communities to capture suspects and seize 
evidences, as well as during protests in the cities of the Araucana, 
particularly Temuco. Over the last two years the Temuco military 

prosecutor has instituted seven proceedings against Mapuche for 
assaulting carabineros during protests, clashes, and land 
occupations; the Anglo military prosecutor has filed charges in 
six cases; the military prosecutor of Valdivia in three. The use of 
military tribunals in such cases violates the fair guarantees of art 
14 of the International Convent on Civil and Political Rights.  
www.hrw.org 
 
In Temuco city, we met with a very strong Mapuche leader Juono 
Copfunoo Toillalef, who is in jail for last 3 years. She faces many 
false criminal offences filed by local authorities since she was 
involved in mass protests against repression on the Mapuche 
community in the region. Her husband and herself are in 
permanent prosecution along with 80 other Mapuche leaders and 
some of them facing pretrial detention. This shows the dual face 
of State and political prosecution of Mapuche leaders where the 
state is not even responsible for 10% Mapuche community, 
seeking their rights on native land. In recent years, most of the 
land grabbed from Mapuche is actually transferred for Pulp & 
Paper Industries operated by American and European MNCs. 
After our meeting with leaders they felt strongly for international 
intervention to release arrested leaders and for obeying 
International Declarations for Indigenous Community. 

Mapuche’s Struggle (by Ramesh)  

Indigenous community struggle (by Christophe) 

 
11/02/2009: Visit to the indigenous Mapunche community of fishermen in Mississipi. They have created a committee of 
defence of the sea, because of the threat they are facing of massive contamination from a huge paper factory (located up to 
40km inland). This factory is planning to build an evacuation pipe for its industrial waste directly into the sea, near the 
community village, where they also go fishing for their livelihood. 
 
Individuals who are paid by the managers of the factory intend to terrorise the fishermen and/or eliminate them by threatening 
the committee members to death (some of those thugs belong to the indigenous community and have been corrupted by large 
amounts of money, provoking dramatic inner divisions inside the community itself).We proposed to write a letter to the 
president Michele Bachelet, as we did concerning Juana, the Mapunche leader in jail. It is important to note that some of the 
young people who listened to us in the meeting we had with the community were extremely critical towards non-violence: 
they explicitly expressed their intention to destroy the capitalist system that violates them. 
 
12/02/2009: visit to the indigenous Parliament of Koz Koz, in Panguipulli. This institution was created in 1907 and is legally 
registered as an official organisation in Chile. It gathers various indigenous leaders from various communities of the 
Mapunche people. They try to develop a project of society and autonomous government, based on their culture and on their 
vision of a harmonious life and interaction with nature. It is interesting to notice that this ancestral vision has no much links 
with the present reality, particularly in their struggle against the multinational companies. This struggle does not seem very 
organised or efficient against those companies (which are themselves extremely well organised). 
 

The Panguipulli area has many lakes and rivers, and the government intends to build 7 megaprojects of hydro electrical dams. 
The energy of those plants is not meant to provide electricity to the people (the population of Chile is small: around 16 
million), but to the industrial groups and companies 
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BOLIVIA 

Hope for the last in Bolivia (by Ramesh) 
 

Bolivia has now become a big battle ground for 
multinational mining companies, especially areas of 
eastern Bolivia (Santa Cruz, Mutan) that are rich in 
iron, silver and lithium deposits. Even after putting 
5000 hectares as an upper ceiling limit for industrial 
purposes there is severe ignorance in terms of 
action. After our meeting with Mining Minister, 
Hector Cordova, he expressed his views on new 
safeguards which they trying to implement. Coming 
from a social activist background, he is interested to 
put pro-poor policies for project-affected 
communities in mining areas. Our delegation 
expressed serious concerns about Mutun Iron ore 
mining where an Indian mining group has taken 
permission; since this company is responsible for 
major violations of human rights and land & mining 
laws in Chhattisgarh and Orissa, Hector Cordova 
and the Bolivian government are interested to learn 
from Indian experiences and creating an enabling 
environment for mining-affected communities and 
environmental concerns. 

ABRIL Foundation  
(by Christophe)  

 

We met Boris Rios and Marcelo in Cochabamba. The 
Foundation Abril works more particularly in the fields 
of water (irrigation issues, microsystems of water 
filtration and water distribution), and also social rights 
for workers. It was founded by Oscar Olivera, one of 
the leaders of the « water war » of the early 2000´s. 
They´re also running a training center for workers. 
They also founded the “Andean School of Water”. 

Political will and on-going process 
(by  Louis) 

  

Evo Morales, the new President, is an ex-trade 
unionist. He has set up policies of nationalisation 
of energies (gas) and agreements with 
international mining industries to the advantage of 
Bolivians with the development of the 
transformation of inputs into finished goods. 
Despite of that, mega industrial projects are kept 
with important damages towards environment and 
local communities: dams (Madera river in 
Amazonia), open mining (iron, lithium, copper, 
zinc). The IMF is not anymore able to impose its 
conditions to the country as it did with the 
previous Governments. There is also a 5,000-
hectare limit for land property (non retroactive). 
We have to note that it seems that the new 
indigenous leading class exercise a kind of racism 
“on the way round” against the white and try to 
impose symbols and rules only in favour of 
indigenous. The wheel of revolution turns but 
mechanisms are still the same! 

Bolivian president begins redistributing land under new 

constitution  
 
Bolivian President Evo Morales empowered by his country's new 

constitution, began redistributing land to indigenous farmers from 15th 

March 2009. In a ceremony on part of the land seized by the government 

from large owners, Morales turned over about 94,000 acres to Guarani 

Indians. Morales criticized the treatment of workers on large farms and 

asked wealthy landowners to embrace equality by voluntarily giving up 

some of their holdings. The original landowners can appeal the 

redistribution to the -ational Agrarian Tribunal. 

 

Bolivia's new constitution went into effect in February, after being 

approved by a national referendum in January. [JURIST report - http://
jurist.law.pitt.edu] 
 
An Aymara Indian and former leader of coca-leaf farmers, Morales, is 
Bolivia's first indigenous president. He has governed the resource-rich 
nation for three years. He is especially popular among the poor and 
Aymara, Quechua, and Guarani indigenous groups that suffered centuries 
of discrimination in South America's poorest country. "Today, from here, 
we are beginning to put an end to the giant landholdings of Bolivia," 
Morales said. The land transfer came six weeks after Morales celebrated 
the approval of a new leftist constitution that aims to give Bolivia's 
indigenous majority more power, lets him run for re-election in 2014 and 
hands him tighter control over the economy. The constitution also sets 
limits on single farm tracts to 12,400 acres and states that farms must 
meet certain economic and social conditions. 
"It is not that these lands were not in production, but that they were the 
site of human rights violations against the Guarani, who will now be their 
new owners," Morales said. 
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People’s demonstration in Bolivia 
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A step towards non violent action?  (by Louis)  

 
There have been 3000 deaths in three years among the opponents to the power, particularly in the communities of Peace. A 
Colombian life is worth 8 dollars in Bogotta. 
If we keep our first human and reasonable feelings, it would be more the hopelessness which is the most in Colombia. But non 
violence is not only reasonable, it is not even only a technique or a strategy. It is before all an act of faith. 
In my tradition, the acceptation of the Passion of Christ is a deliberate act of resistance against any form of hegemony be it 
religious, political or social. It is as well a disobedience to the order established by laws to the benefits of the powerful and the rich 
because it is a call to obey God the Father, that means to his own Source and his own Becoming. It is a non violence that goes up to 
preferring the other one’s happiness than one’s own and thus that fundamentally reverses the sense of desire. Here is why to 
believe in non violence and to propose it as a life aim is a complete reverse of values. 
Don’t be afraid and let’s dare! The marginalised, the harassed of Colombia shall count on international solidarity. Let us take the 
risk to defy the unique thought, the established order, death that can appear.  
The tacit understanding of the powerful of this world (multinational companies, World Bank, politicians of all parties and 
paramilitaries) will collapse. They have the means to force people by their greed for monopolizing everything through a ferocious 
economic war. They even have the means to make the whole world hungry by monopolizing grains and species only for their 
profit. 
Resistance is strong with 3 billion of right-less, voiceless individuals in addition of all the 2.5 billion other people, those who think 
they are safe in their golden prison. But soon, all will not ask any more for hot water in their cell, nor for golden tap but for the key 
to go out and “to be” free. 

Community struggle  
(by Christophe)  

 

On 17/02, we visited the community of Palermo, in a harbour 
semi-industrial zone near Barranquilla. 11000 people live there, 
they have been displaced by the paramilitary repression 
(following unofficial orders from the government). The living 
conditions are miserable and extremely poor: a small house of 
25 square meters can give shelter to a family of 12 people. In 
spite of these conditions of extreme poverty, the people could 
organise itself as a community. 
 
They are threatened by a huge harbour project that could evict 
them again. The leaders of the community who have dared to 
organise protests in order to claim their basic rights are 
generally quickly eliminated by paramilitaries, obeying the 
orders of the financial/industrial groups and the government. 
The consequences are a general passivity of the community in 
terms of social activism, because of their fears of the criminal 
oppression. 

 
On the 18/02, we visited another community in Pinar del Río, 
also composed of people who have been evicted because of 
extreme violence, nevertheless they could organise themselves 
and set up a cooperative school and a community house, which 
is also a training centre. Thanks to the help of a European 
NGO, they could build 250 houses, but 250 more are still 
necessary to give shelter to the whole community. A very big 
project of a tax free economic zone, with an airport, financed by 
the world bank, is threatening them of eviction again, but they 
don’t really seem to be conscious of it. Some families are still 
suffering from hunger, since there’s no professional 
opportunity. 

Faith and Fire in Colombia  
(by Ramesh)  

 
Growing out of the turmoil and fighting in the 1950s between 
liberal and conservative militia, the FARC was established in 
1964 by the Colombian Communist Party to defend what were 
then autonomous Communist-controlled rural areas. The 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia – People’s Army 
(Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia – Ejército del 

Pueblo), also known by the acronym of FARC or FARC-EP, is 
a self-proclaimed Marxist-Leninist revolutionary guerrilla 
organization. The FARC's force is usually estimated to be at 
around 6,000 to 8,000 strong, organized in more than 80 
fronts.The FARC believes that since the early 1980s it has met 
the requirements for the recognition of a “state of belligerence” 
contained within the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949 
and additional protocols. Their opponents and the Colombian 
government claim that the practice of civilian kidnappings for 
ransom and the tax levied on coca crop buyers makes it an 
illegitimate army and also point to a wide rejection of the 
guerrilla policies in national surveys. (http://en.wikipedia.org) 

 
In the current context of neo-narco trafficking players, FARC 
has turned to organized violence, causing many young people 
to lose their lives. In our meeting with SERPAJ and other 
social organizations in Baranquilla (Coastal Colombia) they 
expressed serious concerns over this violent repression on 
common people and especially, the targeting of youth. They 
strongly felt an urgent need for intervention in this situation 
and for protecting the rights of deprived communities (mostly 
native people) and securing a supportive environment for 
building a young leadership with a platform for non-violent 
campaigning. 
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The isthmus of Panama stretches in Central 
America, a region with the highest natural and 
cultural diversity in the world. Different forest 
ecosystems constitute an essential component of 
such richness. Several indigenous nations have 
found in the forests their home and source of 
livelihoods. In Darién, San Blás and Panamá 
Oriente live the Emberá-Wounan and the Kuna 
indigenous people, while the Teribe occupy the 
area of Bocas del Toro, in the border with Costa 
Rica, together with the Ngobe-Bugle, who also 
inhabit part of the provinces of Veraguas and 
Chiriquí Oriente. According to the existing 
records, since 1850 the forest area has been 
declining at a high rate. That year, forests were 
estimated to cover 91% of the country’s area, 
even after having suffered a severe process of 
deforestation caused by Spanish colonization, 
which started in the 16th century.  
During the 20th century the fall has been 
remarkable. For example, between 1950 and 
1960 forest cover diminished from 68% to 58%. 
According to official estimates, in 1992 the 
forest area was reduced to 3,358,304 hectares, 
representing 44% of the country’s area. 
Nowadays deforestation rate has been estimated 
at 75,000 hectares a year. Even though 
nowadays Panama has the second largest 
percentage of primary forests in Central 
America, and the highest percentage of 
protected areas (one third of the total forest 
area) in the region, all of Panama's remaining 
frontier forests are threatened, and with them 
the rich natural heritage they hold and the 
territories and livelihoods of native peoples. 
Industrial logging, road construction, cocoa 
production, and mining have been identified as 
the main causes of deforestation and forest 
degradation. The construction of the Panama 
Canal and the projected Pan-American highway 
across the Darién region, at the border between 
Panama and Colombia, are clear examples of 

mega projects that have already destroyed or are 
expected to have serious impacts on the forests. 
As has also happened in neighboring Costa Rica 
and Nicaragua, mining is resulting in disastrous 
effects in several areas of the country, at the 
same time generating conflicts with the 
indigenous communities living there. In 1994, 
25% of the country area was covered by mining 
concessions or applications and currently over 
half of the national territory is open to mining 
concession applications. Many mining sites are 
located in the forests and 70% of concessions 
have been granted in indigenous lands at San 
Blás, Boca del Toro, Veraguas and Chiriquí. 
The Panamanian Natural Resources Directorate 
has reported that 70 % of the approximately 
20,000 km2 of the national territory deemed to 
have mining potential are on land claimed by 
indigenous groups. The government has already 
approved extensive copper and gold mining 
concessions within the Ngobe-Bugle and Kuna 
territories. In the case of Kuna Yala, the 
concession granted to the Canadian company 
Western Keltic Mines Inc. extends over more 
than 50% of the Kuna territory. At the same 
time, other Canadian companies - such as 
PANACOBRE, a subsidiary of Tio Mine 
Resources Inc, Adrian Resource, Innet Mining 
Corp.- have been granted important concessions 
in the Ngobe Bugle's territory. 
Several cases in Panama can be mentioned 
showing the destructive consequences of 
industrial mining development on forests and 
the people that live in them. For example, the 
Project of Cerro Petaquilla in the Province of 
Colón will imply the loss of at least 2,500 
hectares of forests to give way to the 
infrastructure for the mine itself and for the 
roads that will allow access to the area. It is also 
feared that the project will affect the 
neighboring El Copé National Park and the 
Donoso Forest Reserve. This Province showed 

the second highest deforestation rate between 
1986 and 1992, representing 22.35% of the total 
forest loss. Another important conflict is that 
generated by copper exploitation by the 
Canadian company Panacobre S.A. with the 
Ngobe-Bugle people at the Province of 
Chiriquí, which are the largest indigenous group 
in the country. Although the General Congress 
of the Ngobe-Bugle has rejected the project, the 
government has granted the company a 
concession for 25 years that can be even 
extended. The Kuna indigenous peoples --the 
second largest native nation of Panama-- are 
also facing the aggression of mining projects in 
their traditional territories. The main issue to 
stop those destructive mining activities and to 
protect the remaining forests is the recognition 
of the indigenous peoples traditional rights to 
their territories - including the subsoil and its 
resources. The first recognition of an 
indigenous territory by the Panamanian 
government was that of the Comarca San Blás 
and goes back to 1938. In 1983 the Comarca 
Emberá-Wounan in the Province of Darién was 
recognized. In 1996 the recognition of the 
Comarca Kuna of Madungandi in the Province 
of Panamá, and in 1997 that of the Ngobe-
Bugle were the result of a long struggle of this 
indigenous nation against miners, loggers and 
cattle-ranchers who opposed the demarcation 
and recognition of the indigenous territory. 
Source: WRM's bulletin Nº 46, May 2001  
During our meeting with SERPAJ and native 
land movements, an interest was shown to build 
alliances with Ekta Parishad in order to raise a 
voice for interventions at the national and 
international level. They also feel the need for 
global action against multinational mining 
companies who are responsible for destroying 
nature and native cultures. Panama’s social 
organizations also agreed for collective 
campaigning in 2012.  

Auctioning the earth in Panama (by Ramesh)  

Laundering is also a business (by Louis)  
 
One offered him by letter a cheque for $ 250,000/- in order to defend 
the interests of a Colombian “delinquent”. There was $ 125,000/- for 
his own expenditures and $ 125,000/- for the procedure expenses. 
Politely, he sent everything back to the sender with the note “I’m 
having nothing to do with that”! 
His name is Vicente Archibold. He is professor in constitutional 
rights and advocate, member of Serpaj and descendant of black 
slaves. He is from Panama and is our host during our stay in this 
small country entirely made by the Americans to control the channel 
of Panama. 
The big job of “delinquents” who lead the country is to sell to 
whoever wants and whoever has money whatever can be sold and to 
share the pile of money from the channel. It is the case of all the 
mining lands that exist in that country and of monocultures. This is 

also the secrete business of big building industries that build huge 
concrete towers with fifty floors to non-existent buyers on the 
seashore. 
As we do not well understand the principle, he drives us to visit the 
bad quarters of Panama, sadly well-known for their gangs where an 
average of two murders a day are accounted. Housing is chaotic, 
dilapidated; streets are broken up; almost everywhere there are old 
blind American cars with burst windscreens. 
And by miracle there is a highway that leads directly to the city 
centre. It is New York with very new buildings, 55-storey towers 
almost empty lined on the seashore. It is night and every light is off. 
There is no inhabitants at all in this classy quarters! 
We look at each other, dumbfounded. “Why to build these towers if 
there is nobody to buy them?” 
It is not necessary. The most important is that money should be 
washed, laundered, very clean! 
Fantastic! 
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The non-violent community of Acteal (by Christophe) 
 
On 27/02, we visited the non-violent zapatist community of Las Abejas (the bees) of Acteal, in Chiappas. This community suffered a terrible 
massacre in 1997, from a group of paramilitary, who killed 45 people with machine guns and machetes (including 2 pregnant women whose 
womb was cut in and their babies hacked into pieces). The victims were at that moment praying and fasting to claim their rights to the land 
and resources to the government. 
 
In front of such a horrendous violence, the community reacted with pray and forgiveness. Pietro qualifies them as “spiritual giants”. Their 
reception is extremely warm and enthusiastic: the whole village is celebrating our visit, with traditional costumes. At the end of the official 
ceremony, we participated into a very deep and intense charismatic prayer as a tribute to the victims of the massacre, which was extremely 
poignant. After lunch, we could project the movie in the church, but without sound: Ramesh did commentaries all along the movie, with a 
translation in to Spanish and Tzotzil. 
 
We invited a representative of the community to participate into our next Peace Congress of non-violent leaders and Nobel Peace Prize in 
2010, in order for them to have the opportunity to communicate their experience to the whole world. 

Social movement and repression in Atenco ………letter to the Government (by Louis) 

 
It is the story of David’s victory upon Goliath. 
The Mexican State was dreaming of a gigantic airport in Mexico City. About six thousand hectares were commandeered for that. The 
resistance got organised and after many years of struggle and procedures, a judgement at the Supreme Court established that the methods 
used by the Government were illegal and non admissible and that its requests were not valid. 
It was for the happiness of the population and it was the beginning of the authorities’ revenge, upset. For minor or non-existent motives, the 
leaders of the resistance movement got arrested, judged and condemned to excessive sentence. One of them have been condemned to 102 
years in jail, some others for sixty years, some else for thirty years and other judgements were given for about thirty other resistance fighters 
to smaller sentences but all the same abusive. Some others have been physically suppressed. 
We met the families in San Salvador Atenco. We have taken sides with them. With Serpaj, Ekta Parishad and GI, we will send a letter to the 
authorities to denounce these abuses and the impunity of the judges and murderers. We will closely follow this story. 
 Here is the kind of conflict that we shall solve together with international and multiple supports because to leave unpunished these disorders 
at a local level is to accept them. 
The population is exhausted but looks at the future with serenity. Some alternative (agricultural) projects to the airport are investigated by the 
population while the Government through a society of city water management tries to take back the land. 
The struggle continues, without end, this of the small for their vital needs, against the greed of the power and power thirsty ones. 

Oaxaca Movement  
(by Ramesh - From http://en.wikipedia.org) 

  
At 3:30 in the morning of June 14, 2006, the striking teachers of 
Section 22 of the Mexican National Educational Workers Union 
(SNTE) who had gathered in the Zócalo (main square) of Oaxaca de 
Juárez (the capital city of the state of Oaxaca) were evicted by 3500 
Oaxacan municipal police, some local firefighters and troops from the 
Policía Federal Preventiva (Federal Preventative Police) supported by 
helicopters in an attempt by the state government to dislodge the 
strikers. They had been on strike for 23 days with demands of higher 
wage, salary rezonification in the state, and increased educational 
resources. At many points in the altercation tear gas and shots were 
fired by the police and rocks and molotov bombs were thrown by the 
teachers. The police failed to remove the teachers from the plaza, and 
the teachers were able to expel the police from the entire center of the 
city with the help of the city's citizens. After hours of conflict, the 
teachers, joined now by sympathizers who had come to aid them, 
were able to claim the center of the city as their own and begin to 
construct a system of barricades that would make it impossible for the 
police to return via the roads. Reports vary as to the number of 
casualties sustained in the struggle, and initially included claims of 

deaths. Amnesty International has since confirmed that although there 
were over one hundred people hospitalized, none of the injuries were 
fatal. This local police raid has resulted in a long-lasting conflict 
calling for the resignation of Oaxacan governor Ulises Ruiz Ortiz. In 
the following weeks, the teachers were given reinforcement by other 
residents of the city, who helped them with the construction and 
protection of barricades made of wood, concrete bricks, corrugated 
metal sheets, and disabled cars and buses. For a number of months, 
these roughly constructed barricades had been effective in preventing 
the entry of police into the central part of the city that surrounds the 
Zócalo. 
There are a number of reasons that Governor Ruiz had begun to 
garner opposition from several groups even before the raid upon the 
encampment in the Zócalo. First, Ulises Ruiz's Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRI) has been in power in Oaxaca for decades 
and has often been accused of corruption. This played out in the 
allegations of fraud that accompanied Ruiz's election as governor in 
2004. Also, Ruiz has been blamed for repression and violence against 
political opponents, media outlets, and indigenous peoples in Oaxaca. 
Finally, many Oaxacans were angered over public works projects in 
the city that they said were corruptly managed and resulted in the 
destruction of main squares and public spaces in the historic center of 
the city.  



... Oaxaca Movement 

 
In the light of this situation, and the impression that the state 
government was repressive and had become effectively 
powerless in governing, the APPO was created and convened for 
the first time on June 17, 2006. It declared itself the de facto 
governing body of Oaxaca. Its body included representatives of 
Oaxaca’s state regions and municipalities, unions, non-
governmental organizations, social organizations, and 
cooperatives, the largest group being Section 22, the Oaxacan 
teachers' union. It encouraged all Oaxacans to organize popular 
assemblies at every level: neighborhoods, street blocks, unions, 
and towns. The APPO took the slogan that it was a "movement 
of the bases, not of leaders" and asserted the need for common 
civilians to organize and work beyond the scope of elected 
officials. While the primary demand of the APPO has been the 
removal of the governor of Oaxaca, they have also called for 
broader economic, social and political transformations, as well as 
changes in the state's constitution. This goal was furthered 
through the formation of the State Council of the Popular 
Assembly of the Peoples of Oaxaca (CEAPPO) during the 
APPO's November Constitutional Congress. The State Council is 
an effort to create an organization that will outlive the current 
mobilization and extend beyond the capital city throughout the 
state. The Council is formed of 260 representatives from the 
various regions and sectors of Oaxaca, including 40 members of 
the teachers' union  
Included in the resolutions of the APPO are a recognition of 
indigenous rights and autonomy, gender equality, political 
accountability, opposition to neoliberalism and Plan Puebla 
Panamá, a demand for an alternative education, and collectively-
run media, amongst others. 
The Popular Assembly of Oaxaca finds its inspiration in 
indigenous political practices called 'usos y 
costumbres' (traditional usages and customs) that have been 
incorporated into the municipal level government of Oaxaca. 
Since the conflict began, APPO members have spray painted 

many walls with graffiti calling for the resignation of the 
Governor Ulises Ruiz Ortiz. The barricades set up by the 
movement to protect themselves from arrests have scared off 
tourists. When a group of business owners decided to protest the 
lack of action by the federal government to solve the crisis by 
closing their businesses, some received threats spray painted on 
their walls. Some accuse APPO members of intimidating 
business owners. Some people have lost their jobs due to the 
conflict, because of the decline of the tourism industry. Many 
restaurants, hotels and people who depend on tourism have seen 
a sharp decline in tourist business. In July 2007, APPO members 
refused to allow the state-organized “Guelaguetza” festival to 
occur. They shut down construction and burned parts of the stage 
in which the festival was going to take place. Instead, the APPO 
held an alternative free Guelaguetza festival to replace the 
boycotted government organized celebration. 
Different corporate radio and television stations had been taken 
by members of the APPO and they had refused to return the 
stations to their official owners. The radio stations operated by 
APPO members were sites of frequent violent attacks by PRI 
supporters, state, local and federal police (PFP). Currently, 
movement members are only broadcasting from the University 
radio station. 
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Asamblea_Popular_de_los_Pueblos_de_Oaxaca 
 
During 11-12th March, leaders of Oaxaca movement were 
organized an open public meeting on Janadesh & Non Violent 
Movements. This was chaired by renowned leaders Ms Bertha 
Elena & Ruben Valencia along with other leaders and activists. 
They were all agreed to give big support during 2012 Satyagraha. 
After an interesting open discussion, they felt that there is need 
for unionization of people’s power for peace and justice in the 
world. Oaxaca movement activists also believe that people’s 
movements must be part of dialogue and democratization process 
and that only ensure responsive governance structures.  
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Nonviolent Peaceforce is an international initiative to establish a 
standing "peace army", ready to respond to requests to provide 
nonviolent international presence where that will help reduce 
violence and allow local people striving to achieve peace and 
justice to continue their important work. Our main objective is 
to participate in and support the work of Nonviolent Peaceforce, 
the international organization of which Nonviolent Peaceforce 
Canada is a member, or similar organizations such as Peace 
Brigades International. 
 

During 8-9 March, some conferences were organized by Peace 
Force along with local activists and associations. There was an 
interesting discussion on various strategies adopted by Peace 
Force and Ekta Parishad for campaigning non-violently. Peace 
Force strongly believe that there is an urgency for 
institutionalization of indigenous customary rights, since most 
of the international laws not yet proved very effective and either 
followed by various nations so that future fight can be only 
succeed through massive mobilization and grassroots advocacy 
like Janadesh 2007. Peace Force activists are very enthusiastic 
for taking lead role during 2012 Satyagraha.  

Agrarian sensibility and +ational Farmers Union (by Ramesh)  

 

The National Farmers Union of Canada is an organization set up by Canadian farmers. It is headquartered in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. It is descended from the United Farmers of Canada which was a loose federation 
of militant farmers' organizations. It was created as the Interprovincial Farm Union Council (IFUC) in 1945 to co-
ordinate activities between provincial bodies, particularly the Alberta Farmers Union and the United Farmers of 
Canada (Saskatchewan Section) who were planning a farmers' strike if grievances on farm prices and marketing 
problems were not solved. In 1960 it was renamed the National Farmers Union and in 1969 it was refounded with a 
national convention as a direct membership organization. (http://en.wikipedia.org) 
NFU members believe that the problems facing by farmers are common problems, and that farmers producing 
diverse products must work together to advance effective solutions. The National Farmers Union is the only 
voluntary, direct-membership national farm organization in Canada. It is also the only farm organization 
incorporated through an Act of Parliament (June 11, 1970).  
The NFU works on the non-partisan development of economic and social policies that will maintain the family farm 
as the basic food-producing unit in Canada. To help realize this goal, the NFU and its members work to create, 
expand, and safeguard orderly marketing and supply-management systems. NFU members believe that individual 
farmers must work collectively to assert their interests in an agricultural industry increasingly dominated by multi-
billion-dollar corporations. 
(source : http://www.nfu.ca/about.html) 
 

On 17th March, a meeting was called by NFU, Pembroke for screening Janadesh film followed by discussion on 
agrarian crisis. NFU members were quite impressed with organizing capacity and whole advocacy design for land 
reforms in India. They unanimously agreed for joining hands for Satyagraha 2012 and also keen to organize parallel 
campaigning in Canada. They informed that even after big subsidy, farming is become more expensive and market 
driven. That is the reason why NFU members are more focused towards a production for communities and farm 
families only. They strongly argued that only agriculture sustenance is the guarantee for food security in this world, 
and that is just reason for land reforms in third world. NFU members also felt that future fight is against big MNCs 
so we need to organize our collective strength across the countries and continents; that is precisely 2012 Satyagraha 
meant for.  

+onviolence Peace Force in Canada (by Ramesh)   



International Coordination 
Ekta Parishad 
Gandhi Bhawan 
Shyamla Hills 
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh 462002 
Phone: 07554223821 - 07552661800  

email : janadesh2007@gmail.com 

Ekta parishad 

« Well being of the last for the well 
being of all » 

Questions or comments? 
 

Contact Stéphanie at 
janadesh2007@gmail.com 
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Meeting with Rodrigo Carasso, ex-

President of Costa Rica Republic (By Louis)  
 

Our passage through Costa Rica has been the occasion to 
organise the first congress on Peace and Non-Violence 
with the non violent social and educational movements of 
the country, chaired by an ex 70’s State President, Mr 
Rodrigo Carasso. It is very comforting to listen to a 
politician who says things against the current of what is 
done nowadays. 
“We shall consider our choice to refuse an army at home 
as a blessing and a cultural heritage to transmit to future 
generations.” 
“At the time, the IMF asked us to reduce the budgets of 
social and educational ministers for the profit of private 
sector investment and we did exactly the contrary while 
proposing to the IMF to quickly correct its talks.” 
“At the end of the Second World War, Eisenhover, the 
elected American President, had proposed to highly 
reduce the budgets of Army and to develop at the 
maximum the budgets of housing and people’s welfare.” 
Will the financial crisis and the present global uneasiness 
allow the coming up of new “Rodrigo Carasso”? 

An indigenous community in southern Costa Rica: Rey Curré  
(by Christophe) 

 

On 22/02, we visited the Boruca indigenous community of Rey Curré, on the south of the country, near the 
Pacific Coast (where Christophe lived 1 year in 2003-2004). Louis felt some despair from the young, but at 
the same time he also felt the inner strength of a few women, who seem to sustain the whole community 
themselves. It is important to know that the village escaped recently from a governmental project of a hydro 
electrical dam that would have completely drowned the community. The spot of the dam has finally been 
shifted to a further location that will preserve the community, but that will still dramatically alter the local 
ecosystem, particularly regarding the river used by the indigenous for their daily livelihood. This 
modification of the project was reached thanks to a strong mobilization and pressure from the community 
onto the government, and also with the support of various international NGOs. 
 
The village of Rey Curré is traversed by the Pan-American Road which goes throughout all Central 
America. A few kms away from the village, the multinational company Del Monte is exploiting the land to 
grow pineapples, poisoning at the same time the river and the soil with high levels of pesticides. But as it is 
the only employer in the local area, the impunity is total, including with the tacit agreement of the local 
authorities. 


