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On the historic occasion of March 8, the International Women’s Day, the EMM (Ekta Mahila Manch) 

had organized several programs in different states and regions of India. So many women came together 

to commemorate hundred years of International Women's Day, to collectively celebrate the 

achievements of women's struggles all over India. In 12 places of Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa and 

Chhattisgarh, programmes have been organized for about 3700 women. 
 

In Katni, a colourful program was organized with the help of various local organizations, art groups and 

cultural teams. There were exhibitions on handicrafts and leaf plates made up by women groups. There 

was a painting show on domestic violence. And the highlight was the stage presentation called “Panch 

Kanya” by a noted artist Ms. Gauri to commemorate the life and history of noted women leaders of 

India. The women leaders were also felicitated on the occasion. The women remembered the 

contribution of Kasturba Gandhi (Ba), on her Birthday which falls on the International Women Day.   
 

Similarly, in other programs organized at different places, lot of issues were raised and discussed on the 

open platform. It was the occasion to remember the struggles of women in their local areas and the ways 

they had succeeded. Lot of women came forward to share their experiences of suffering and victories 

with the pledge to continue their struggle till they ensure the equality and justice in the society. These 

programs were attended by various women political leaders, government officials and Panchayat 

representatives supporting the cause of the women. It was a day for women which they celebrated in 

their own ways with colours and solidarity.  

Katni: 200 women to celebrate the International Women’s Day (by Priti) 

KOSI RIVER: To give justice to the flood-affected people of 
Bihar 

 

They were between 250 - at the beginning - and 1 000 - at the end - to walk through the flood-

affected villages of Bihar. The last days, about 1 000 more people joined them in Saharsa to start a 

3-day dharna (non violent sit-in)… About 250 of them also started a 3-day fast to pressure the 

Government of Bihar to act. They, they were flood-affected villagers who despite of the inaction 

of the Government continue to keep hope that they will get a fair rehabilitation. They, they are 

Ekta Parishad’s activists and others who were on their side to give them some reasons to keep 

hope that they are not alone in their struggle. They, they were a few foreigners who were also 

there to support them and fight against injustice... They, they were also people who gathered in 

Delhi and Patna for a solidarity dharna… More impressions in next pages... 
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Kosi Padyatra in the Foreigners’ mind and under their pen... 

On February 20th, at the eve of the departure from Birpur 

village at the border of Nepal, we meet to get ready for the 

march. We are only a hundred but tomorrow we will be able 

to transmit to the new comers what we learned today. One 

starts talking about organization, circulation and teaching us 

the songs and slogans that will not leave our mind for a 

minute. Indeed, every day from the morning circle at 5.30 

a.m. for the good-morning song till the bed time the slogans 

do not stop. Here, when we look around us, everything is a 

desert, sand as far as the eyes can see. The director of the 

college where we stay has shown me some pictures taken 

before the flood. It is hard to imagine. It was all green and 

there were a lot of trees. On the walls we can see that the 

water came up to a height of 1.20 meters. It destroyed 

everything. The students who took refuge on the roof stayed 

there during twelve days. It has been a terrible shock for 

them but they are courageous and they believe that in a few 

years the grass will be back. 

Here it is. We are on the 21st. The march starts. Two lines 

take place. At the head, there is a banderol and it is followed 

by two cycle rickshaws equipped with microphones that 

loudly shout slogans. We walk. First meeting in a village 

with the local people. There will be a lot of such a meeting. It 

gives us the opportunity to inform people about their rights 

and about our movement and to take information about their 

problems.  Every day, an Ekta’s jeep goes to the surrounding 

villages to collect information as well, to list up in details 

what has been lost and what are the problems of each village. 

Moreover, on the road we distribute flyers and some activists 

stop walking whenever explanation is needed. Aside the 

road, many people came to settle in shelters. Their houses 

have been destroyed and their land has become uncultivable. 

They look for small jobs which are not enough to feed their 

children. Furthermore, their cattle have been decimated. 

Famine is here. Children ask us for some biscuits. 

Now we are a hundred and fifty. The group takes shape… the 

fact that we came from so far away to support them 

encourages them a lot. 

Day after day we can see many infrastructures destroyed, 

bridges, buildings, railways and land devastated. But nothing 

could have prepared us to see the formation of a new arm of 

the river about 8 kilometres long. This arm has taken the 

place of 2000 hectares of land that was formerly cultivable. It 

has separated a region into two (it is not easy to cross a width 

of 20 metres) and it has brought new conflicts: some Muslim 

families have started fishing and some jealous veg Hindus 

could have poisoned the river to kill fish. 

Pablo, France 

I had come to walk. Someone had told me about 

flood and I known Ekta Parishad. But I was far from 

imagining what these 2 weeks could offer me. The 

march is not only a struggle but a teaching which is 

part of the life. 

Quickly I found my place in that big group and was 

able to participate in various tasks. These times of 

community life were mostly shared in the morning 

and evening camps. During the day, everyone was 

more specifically busy with a work related to his 

group and I took advantage of this time to realize the 

extent of the disaster. It was sad to see the landscape 

with sand as far as the eyes can see, houses in two 

pieces with their roof put there as vulgar dead 

leaves. 

Time to time we stopped for a meeting during which 

despite the seriousness of the situation a certain joy 

expressed through songs was real. 

Thanks to my French culture, I really appreciated 

the strong will to come through. Most of the time we 

only had to listen to the strength of the slogans cried 

out. 

Together we tried to understand the problem, to 

analyse it and to summarize it to give a final report 

to the Government. 

Julien, France 
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Esther, Germany 

When I arrived in the march, I was only a spectator, I was only a witness. But as all the participants who came from 

different districts, different states and even from foreign countries, I took advantage of Ekta Parishad’s strategy to be 

slowly integrated in the struggle and in the group. 

Indeed, more than an effective action, the “padyatra” (foot march) offers an excellent training on non violence and 

group life. Twice a day, the marchers meet for a teaching and sharing time which, along with the common meals and 

daily prayer, contribute to strengthen the team, to explain about how the struggle works and to educate to non violence 

(theoretically and practically). And the result of the acquired experiences is shared and multiplied during the frequent 

discussions in small groups in such a way that after two weeks of march, everyone of the two hundred marchers present 

from the beginning would be able to manage a group of a hundred of satyagrahees during the last sit-in in Saharsa. 

I have also been very impressed by the formidable organisation of the action (which lacks so much in French 

demonstrations). Every person has its own position to keep; every slogan has its reason to be (which is explained); 

every day is a new step in the struggle but also in the building of the group and in the personal training. The group has 

its hierarchy for a better management but even the in-charges, even the leaders and even Rajagopal are distributing food 

and are participating in the usual tasks. 

Tchandra, France « Kosi samasya hal karo ! » 
“Kosi samasya hal karo!” (=(problems caused by) Kosi have to be solved!), we are shouting, we the two hundred padyatrees 

walking on a small road leading to a small village. Since a few days, we are walking 9 to 15 kilometres a day, having started 

from Birpur village close to the Nepalese border, along a field devastated by the flood in August 2008, and heading to South. 
 

I am among the padyatrees after having read the book written by Karl-Julius Reubke about Ekta Parishad in India. I want to 

learn more about the landless’ problems and the non violent struggle led by Ekta Parishad. But this time, the aim of the 

padyatra is not as usual to get land rights but for the flood-affected Biharis to get their rights to a due financial compensation 

from public authorities. 
 

Walking through the villages, I am shocked to see the extent of the disaster. A huge amount of land is destroyed and no more 

cultivable. Sometimes the land has been clogged with water because of the formation of a new big river and villagers have lost 

all their cattle in waters. In some villages, people struggle to survive. They have not enough food – I saw many small children 

with swelling belly due to malnutrition – and a huge number of farmers and agricultural labourers have no more livelihood 

because the land has become sterile. In addition comes the destruction of thousands of bamboo houses, infrastructure and roads. 

I see collapsed bridges and the wall of a school half destroyed. These are skeletons in a white landscape of devastating sand 

brought by the flood. Though I have travelled to many places in India I never saw such a distress. 

All along the padyatra, we interview villagers about their problems and after a hundred and fifty kilometres we have identified 

thirty major problems. Ekta Parishad prints out some documents listing the problems. We distribute them to people and 

journalists while we reach our final destination in Saharsa. 

I feel that Ekta Parishad gives hope to people by showing its concerns for their sufferings and problems – contrary to the 

political class who hasn’t done much for these people till now. I don’t forget that in a morning while I was walking early in the 

street, I sat down next to the fire where women were getting warm. They told me about the water that came and took everything 

they had – and yet I did not know their language and they were aware of that. 

We stop in many villages and the message of Ekta Parishad is always the same: to inform people about their right to get 

compensation from the Government for the losses, to inform them about the responsibility of local authorities. But we also tell 

that they have to claim this right by their own and that they have to come to Saharsa to do so. 
 

To participate in a padyatra means to give up a lot of comfort that we got used to in our western countries. We have two very 

simple meals a day, always the same: puff rice, and rice with dhal and vegetables. We sleep on the floor in big rooms without 

heater – and nights are cold. I wash myself in the open space with a bucket of cold water from a well – under the curious look 

of villagers. I wash my clothes every morning by hand. 
 

Ekta Parishad sown the seeds of a movement of villagers ready to ask for their rights and to get organised. 

My participation in the padyatra also taught me that a padyatra is non only a mean of non violent struggle but in itself a training 

camp to develop (at the personal level) qualities and non violent behaviour. 
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You do not need to leave your room. 

Remain sitting at your table and listen. 

Do not even listen, simply wait be quite 

and solitary. The world will freely offer 

itself to you to be unmasked, it has no 
choice... it will roll in ecstasy at your feet. 

Franz Kafka 

 

C 
ESCI is without doubt a place 

where you can seat quietly and 

wait for the world to come to 

you, so I am always happy to 

be here stay still and simply wait... 

without notice the next day you can find 

yourself miles away! 

 
On one of my ventures from CESCI I was 

taken to a beach, in the neighbouring state 

of Kerala, close by the spot where Vasco 

de Gama had first landed in India in 1498. 

While walking on the beach and looking 

at the ocean my mind inevitably took me 

to the seashore on the opposite side. 

 

Only a couple of years back I was walking 

on a beach in the east coast of Africa 

where Vasco de Gama had landed some 
time before reaching India. At that time I 

was saddened to see how deep are the 

scars of western colonisation in Africa to 

these days and by the fact that not only the 

legacy of colonialism has left the 

continent in a deeply traumatic state but 

that the West was still taking advantage 

from that situation. We the so called 

“developed” are continuing abusing (now 

with the complacency of some greedy 

African capitalists, politician and armed 
forces) that beautiful prosperous land and 

its people. I wonder if we will ever 

recognise that our position is that of a 

vicious pimp: after violently raping the 

world we have now forced it into 

prostitution in the name of “development” 

and even in the name of “equality”... 

development and equality of whom? 

 

I think, for example, of the current 

availability of low-priced granite in the 

United Kingdom to decorate houses. It 

once was very expensive to buy such 

stone thus now we could say that as more 

people can afford it, there is less 

inequality in the UK with respect to the 
fact that more people can enjoy the 

beautiful granite stone in their homes. 

However, if we look further, to where the 

stone comes from we can then see how 

this apparent decrease in inequality in one 

place is the result of labour exploitation 

(including women and children) and great 

environmental damage (which in turn 

causes more misery to people) in another 

part of the world, namely in India. Is there 

really no link between globalisation and 
deprivation as some want us to believe? 

Of course, thanks to stone export (and not 

only stone) the Indian economy is 

growing but can this be called 

development? A good answer is provided 

by Dudley Seers: 

 

“The questions to ask about a country’s 

development are: what has been 

happening to poverty? What has been 

happening to unemployment? What has 
been happening to inequality? If all three 

of these have declined from high levels, 

then beyond doubt this has been a period 

of development for the country concerned. 

If one or two of these central problems 

have been growing worse, especially if 

all three have, it would be strange to call 

the result ‘development’, even if per 

capita income doubled.”. 

 
By asking and answering these questions 

we would very probably discover that 

there are no nations that can be called 

developed on this planet despite huge 

wealth is produced in every one nation. So 

is there any hope left to embark on a truly 

equitable development path in this world? 

 

India which had also been violently raped 

by colonialism had found a great healer in 

Gandhi to cleanse, in his own words, its 
“body-politic from the virus that has 

infiltrated every cell and pore of our being 

during our subjection” he knew that 

“greater sacrifices will be needed after the 

attainment of self-government to establish 

good government and rise the people than 

were required for the attainment of 

freedom by means of Satyagraha” 

therefore he had a clear and feasible 

vision in other to pursue development as 

well-being for all. Regrettably after 
Gandhi’s murder the leaders of India did 

nothing to cure the viral infection brought 

from the west. In spite of this Gandhi’s 

spirit and his precious teachings are 

persistently defended, promoted and 

practised in his land by many courageous 

people. Fortunately, for my hope and 

sanity as well as the rights of all the 

landless and underprivileged people of 

India, I was not alone on the beach but in 

the company of activists from Ekta 
Parishad and now I know that the soul of 

Gandhi is still alive and kicking! 

 
If only we could have Ekta active in 
Europe as well...  

From Biju, Cesci 

Diploma in Rural Economy 
 

CESCI has decided to provide three-month diploma course in rural economy to 50 workers of Ekta 

Parishad. The first batch of course will begin in the first week of March 2009 and will end on the 30th of 

May. The course will include a class room orientation and filed placements in Tamilnadu and Kerala. The 

subject of training is broadly in the frame work of rural economy. Special topics include group formation, 

land documents, soap making, collection of forest produces, marketing, etc. The person who is trained 

should go back to his/her own villages and has to initiate some of the activities they have learned during the 

course. The organization which has selected the worker should be responsible to coordinate his/her 

activities on their return. 

Reflection on the 
beach (by Francesco) 



 

International Coordination 

Ekta Parishad 

Gandhi Bhawan 

Shyamla Hills 

Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh 462002 

Phone: 07554223821 - 07552661800  

email : janadesh2007@gmail.com 

Ekta parishad 

« Well being of the last for the well 
being of all » 

Questions or comments? 
 

Contact Stéphanie at 
janadesh2007@gmail.com 

Portrait: The Sanali Women’s Savings & Credit Society 
 
Despite a rapidly changing world, large sections of our communities often find themselves trapped within 

traditional hierarchies that are oppressive and exploitative. The tribal belt of Gujarat represents the same 

pattern of social structure in which tribes are bound with their traditions values and culture. Among these 

deprived sections of the society, women occupy the most suppressed category in social hierarchy. Keeping in 

view the role of the women in the development process a major step was taken up in the form of DEE 

SANALI MAHILA BACHAT MANDALI, HARAT.  This was an attempt towards making these women self 

dependent in their economic matters and also to empower them, so that they can make independent choices 

about their life. 

The Mandali was established in 1999 and gradually got developed into a big group, comprising of women 

from 22 villages in Banaskantha district. The total membership of Mandali is 642 women organized. 

Right from its establishment it has been able to bring a change in the situation of the women related to it, 

whether it is the economic sphere or social context. It has been successful in bringing a positive & effective 

change in the lives of these women. 

The main features of the Mandali includes certain things required for enabling the women to gain the equal 

status in the society which is the right of each individual as a human being & also as a member of the society, 

which is required to live a dignified and respected life. These features of the Mandali reflect the aims and 

objectives of the group. The SWSCS received the Maja Koene Social Activist Award 2008 from CESCI. 

P A G E  5  

Special News... 

The /ational Council of Ekta Parishad* is going to 
meet in Bhopal on April 12th and 13th, 2009. This 

meeting is going to finalize the plan and organizing 

structure, events for next three years and management 

team for Jansatyagraha 2012. At the moment the 

tentative plans for 2012 is as following: 

1/ In 2009-10, twenty Community Melas (means 

Cultural Activities) in different parts of India. This is 

basically for identifying and highlighting the issues 

in particular tribal communities which will give 

strong support for Jansatyagraha 2012. 

2/ In 2010-11, organizing youth camps in different 

part of India from the particular communities to help 

the communities to solve their issues. 

3/ From October 2nd, 2011 to October 2nd, 2012, 

organizing footmarches in different States - 

Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jarkhand, Orissa, 

Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, etc. During these footmarches 

there will be a 5-day youth camp and in some 

particular States the yatra will culminate in a huge 

rally.  

4/ In October 2012, there will be 100 000 people 
sitting in Delhi in different camps. This sit-in will 

end only when the Government will accept their 

demands and take initiative to solve their problems! 

* The National Council of Ekta Parishad are the Community 

Leaders from the grassroots from all over India. 


