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Jan Satyagraha News

s  Janadesh News becomes Jan Satyagraha News...

I As the New Year has changed from 2008 to 2009...

As it has been decided by Ekta Parishad’s activists that Janadesh 2007
will become Jan Satyagraha 2012 (instead of Jan Sangram 2012 as |

| announced previously)...

I We have decided to change Jan Sangram into Jan Satyagraha because of
the meaning... In hindi, Sangram means Fight, a word which includes
I non-violent fight as well as violent. Given that this word is also used by
] some violent gangs such as Naxalites, we have decided to use the
Gandhian term of Satyagraha, which is the usual hindi word used to speak

about Non-violent action.

The association Goonj has one motto: Better than

wasting clothes, there is a way to re-use them for

——————"

the well-being of the poorest... This is the idea
| that led Anshu Gupta, a young economist, to start
| 4 national movement in 1998. The idea for Goonj
| was simple: to provide “clothes and other basic
| amenities to millions in the far-flung villages by
| turning one’s wastage into a resource for another”.
I Simple, but who had already thought of that in
| India? Starting with a fistful of clothes, Goonj is
I presently helping people all over India by sending
| out over 20,000 kg of material through over 150
| associations. While urban people throw there still-
| usable clothes, Goonj collects them, cleans, repairs
| and gives them to the needy in rural and slum
| areas or to disaster-affected people. Goonj believes
] that clothing permits poor people not only to keep
| their dignity but to save their meagre wages from
I this basic need to feed their family, buy medicines
| or school books.

[ For many years now, Goonj is helping, or better

\ said working hand in hand with Ekta Parishad. We
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Goonj and Ekta Parishad’s collaboration towards the well-being of all :
1

are very thankful Recently, when the last Bihar

flood happened, Goonj has provided -clothes, |
blankets, bed sheets, etc. to the beneficiaries |
staying in the relief camps set up by Ekta Parishad. I
That is not all. In 2001, a hundred beneficiaries |
received clothes and blankets during the yatra |
(footmarch) we organised in Bihar. In 2005, Goonj |
supported us to help people affected by flood in |
Bundelkhand region. Last October, they also |
collaborate with us during the relief operation |
benefiting to people affected by flood in Orissa. |
Moreover, Goonj does not help only during |
disasters but continuously provides us with clothes |
and different material through Manav Jeevan |
Vikas Samiti (MJVS) which distributes them to |
Ekta Parishad’s beneficiaries whenever it is needed |
in Madhya Pradesh. [
This collaboration is for us a real sign of national [
solidarity in a nation that counts about 30% |
people living below the poverty line. Together, we I

want to promote the well-being of all. |

]
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On a nice sunny morning, Louis Campanam, Christophe Grigri, Rajagopal and I
drive to Larzac Plateau. On the road going to Aveyron, Rajagopal discovers the peasant
cultivation of Haute Garonne, with its vines, its cereals and its olive trees. He asks us about
the development of cities and water problems in France. Louis explains that tourism is
developing considerably and that new rural people from England, the Netherlands and
Sweden are buying land. Rajagopal is astonished: “# 1

C 5”. His surprise can easily be understood given that in
India the Central Government manages most of the land access. Before going up to the
plateau, made of clay and limestone, he would tell us how happy he is at the idea of
walking on the mystical land of Larzac.

Around 11.00 a.m., we meet up our hosts at . ", meaning in
Occitan language, which was a high meeting place for the inhabitants, their friends and
supporters during the ten years of struggle against the extension of a military camp. Before
lunch, José Bové and Rajagopal talk together. On the walls, some pictures are showing the
great moments of the struggle in Larzac. The mobilization started in 1971 when the project
of increasing the military camp that was on the Plateau became publicly known. José
underlines the importance of a Gandhian event: the fast undertaken by Lanza del Vasto and
two other catholic monks in May 1972 in solidarity with the farmers. During this fast, the
inhabitants took an oath that they would never sell their land to the Government at any
price. This was the “Pledge of the 103”. José, smoking his pipe, tells his Indian friend
about the actions that they took, mostly illegally, by occupying land, and opposing the
army: “/ T 67 1 8 9 1

: 1 61 6”
Bové and Rajagopal burst out laughing. Their complicity is obvious. These two men are
alike in the commitment of their activism that started at the end of the 60s, and by their will
of resisting with joy and by their sense of a joke. Ekta Parishad’s leader listens very
carefully to the memorable episodes in the activist history of the Plateau: the tractors strike
to Rodez in July 1972, the walk to Paris in 1973 where 80,000 supporters were waiting for
them, the national support day, the gathering of 100,000 in Larzac in 1973...



6 Rajagopal exclaims with admiration.
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At about 1.00 p.m., we share a frugal and friendly meal. The
fire crackles in the chimney, discussions and laughter are going on well
and the goat cheese is delicious ! Two hours later, we meet up outside
of . " to talk. Discussions on the history of Indian and Larzac
struggles are improvised according to analysis, souvenirs and
intuitions. Rajagopal acknowledges that Larzac has always been an
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Rajagopal wishes to know everyone’s motivations for their presence on
the Plateau. A woman starts speaking: “. 1

.” Gilles Gesson who is journalist tells
us that there is a community of values. “> =

1
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% 1 ! .” Rajagopal is also very interested in
the way that the Plateau lands are managed. “ ? $ =
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In their turn, the activists form Larzac ask Rajagopal about his understanding of their struggle. “A
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It is 7.00 p.m. José invites Rajagopal at his home. His house is 100% ecological. A question of
consistency? “; 1 = 6”, he answers me. In the living room, we have a last
drink. Holdmg him by his shoulder José leads his friend to his library. It reflects him: activism, philosophy
and non violence. Rajagopal would tell me later, amazed: “ I % = C

6”
Awaited for in Montpellier for another meeting, Rajagopal has to leave. He greets his friends with the
usual Indian gesture, his hand in prayer on his heart.

Nathalie Calmé, who is a writer and journalist, has been involved for a long time in the intercultural dialogue. Between India
where she lived, and Morocco where she worked, she is passionate about linkages between cultures, social struggles and
ecology. In ( & (2007, Jouvence), she interviewed several activists leading presently a Gandhian-inspired
struggle. She is animating a new associative project, both political and cultural called Association pour la DIVersite Active et
la Solidarité Internationale (ADIVASI — Association for the Active DIVersity and International Solidarity). Contact:
nathaliecalme@yahoo.fr

This text is from the documentary “Globaliser les solidarités™ (to globalize solidarity) published in the magazine Alliance
no.18. This issue also contained interviews with Rajagopal, José Bové and Jean-Pierre Dardaud (Freres des Hommes).
alliance@europedesconsciences.ft.



At the eve of the 9th World Social Forum, India -
Brazil, same struggle...
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Bihar: a walk to find a
solution for the Kosi river

Since the embankment on Kosi River has broken in last August,
and since this river flows from Nepal, the state Government of
Bihar has refused to take its full responsibility in a proper
maintenance of the banks of that river and did not achieve the
promises they did right after the flood. The Government had
promised some resources (land, health, efc.) that never reached
people. The result is that lot of people who have suffered from
the collapse of the embankment are still in the relief camps
trying to live and wipe their tears...

To draw the attention of the Government of Bihar, Ekta
Parishad along with other organisations have decided to
organise a 250-km foot march. It will start from the border of
Nepal where Kosi river enters India on February 17th and
reach Saharsa, the most affected district, on March 6th. On the
way, some doctors will be awarded for the valuable work they
have done during the relief.

On February 22nd and 23rd, a State Consultation will be held.

>

Few month ago we announced you the preparation
of the English version of the 33-minut film “Non
violent struggle of the landless poor” produced by
ProDok film, Switzerland, in coproduction with
Ekta Parishad.

The DVD costs 20 Euros and can be ordered by
mailing to order@prodok-film.ch. Copies for use
in India are free of charge.

You can already note that a French version is also
in preparation!

New faces on Ekta Parishad’s
international scene...

Preparing the future of Ekta Parishad, a training has
been held at the Gandhi Peace Foundation, Delhi, from
4th to 6th December 2008. Julius Reubke - more well-
known in Ekta Parishad’s network as Mamaji - has
offered his skills and understanding of non-violent
struggle to 19 activists. They have been told how to
interact with European audience and share the message
of peace, non violence and land struggle.

This training seen more as a sharing on intercultural
action brought the

message that language is

not a matter for

introducing  activities.

Though it is important to

be able to communicate, [§

it exists many ways to 2

share experiences on §

non-violent struggle.
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The French organization CCFD, one of our partners, along with

the Agriculture and Food Commission, has issued a very good

report arguing for the defence of the family agriculture.
You can find this report in French, English, Spanish and
Portuguese at:

http://www.ccfd.asso.fr/e_upload/pdf/vfr synthese agricultures familiales.pdf
http://www.ccfd.asso.fr/e_upload/pdf/vang_synthese agricultures_familiales.pdf
http://www.ccfd.asso.fr/e_upload/pdf/vesp synthese agricultures familiales.pdf
http://www.ccfd.asso.fr/e_upload/pdf/defender as af quais por que.pdf

Have a good reading... for the good of small farmers!




In the last issue, we mentioned that the film “La
marche des Gueux” was included in the set of
films on Ekta Parishad’s activities and it is not.
Sorry!
The selection of 15 films has been a tough task as
many films are so good and useful but the final list
has been made according to the most useful at the
grassroots level.
Here is the final list:

Tu Zinda Hai (1 am alive)

Mai Adivasi Hoon (1 am Adivasi)

International Coordination
Janadesh 2007

Gandhi Bhawan

Shyamla Hills

Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh 462002
Phone: 07554223821 07552661800

email : janadesh2007 @gmail.com

Madhya Pradesh Yatra
« Well being of all for the well being of Pandariya Satyagraha
the last » WSF 2004

Kerala Cycle Yatra

Is Small Still Beautiful?

Theatre for Non Violence and Peace
Janadesh Film

Long March for an own piece of land
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Punarjani
#&$_ ¢ Raja’s journey
Land First
On foot for right
‘ . . Bihar Yatra

S0 e 0 e 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000000000000000E 0

‘5 Portrait: DynamoS olidaire, an original way to support Ekta Parishad

They are three young French men: Loic, Thomas and Tanguy... They have been knowing each other for a long time thanks to
their Scouting years. One is city planner, the other is a future teacher in mathematics and the last one is water engineer...

In 2006, they decided to leave to India... In 2007, they met the organisation Fréres des Hommes and in 2008, they met
Rajagopal... And let’s go!

It is decided, they will cycle from France during 10 months to reach India... On the way, they will rush 20 documentaries to
draw attention to some experiences respectful of environment.

They tell us: “we don’t speak about sustainable development because nowadays it is a tarnished and abstract notion for many
people. We want to highlight actions done by people in the field who try to deal with the global issues (organic agriculture,
water protection, etc.).”

Their journey will start at the end of March 2009 in Orleans, the city where they are from. They should reach India by
December 2009, after having crossed Europe, followed Danube river, taken Tran Siberian from Moscow to Irkutsk, and
paddled across Mongolian steppes, Chinese plateaux and Nepalese mountains.

In India, they will spend three months with Ekta Parishad, in Tamil Nadu, to work on a CESCI Organics’ project supported,
since Tsunami, by the French association Solidarité, Fondation de France and the French Foreign Ministry. The idea is thus to
collect funds to support a future project.

Besides their “technical” help in participating in setting up an “exposure garden on organic techniques” and organising
conferences about model farms, Loic, Tanguy and Thomas have had the uncommon idea to sell the 10,000 kilometres they
will ride in order to collect about 20,000 euros to fund a part of Ekta Parishad’s agricultural training project.

Each kilometre is sold for 5 euros. If you want to follow their adventure and support their project (and Ekta Parishad!), go to
their website www.dynamosolidaire.fr

You can also send a check (or a bank draft, to support them from another country than France) to Fréres des Hommes, projet
DynamoS’olidaire, 9 rue de Savoie, 75006 PARIS, France.




